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are necessary and should be undertaken at the same time. It
makes all the difference in the world if an investigation can be
conducted with a definite aim; this brings out new points of
view which otherwise might be overlooked and which encourage
objectivity in research. Further, we may assume that consider-
able numbers of industries are mobile; relevant evidence is
abundant. Yet there should be no mistake as to the number
of industries which can be moved " at any given moment".
This number is not too great. The redistribution of industry
is a long-term affair, and we should aim at a fully reorganised
industrial structure in the end. Although, on the other hand,
the National Plan must provide the framework for a long-term
industrial policy and, therefore, for the shifting of all those
industries which, being mobile, might be liable to a redistribution
from crowded areas. It is very likely that by far the greater
number of all mobile industries will be affected in one way or
the other, i.e. that they will be moved to other places or within
the same place or the same area to better locations. Some sug-
gestions have been made for the first stage of industrial relocation.1
The following categories would be affected:
(1)  All new plants, extensions to existing factories, and rebuilding
or reconstruction.   This is a much larger proportion of the total
than is generally recognised.   We have no precise figures, though
the Board of Trade surveys of Industrial Development showed that
in 1932-4 there were 470 net additions to factories in Greater
London alone.   There are probably not many factories existing
which are over forty years old.   It has been officially stated that
42% of the rateable value of commercial buildings in the City of
London were rebuilt in the thirty-two years between 1905 and 1937,
and factory buildings become obsolete more rapidly than offices.
(2)  The factories to which the slum clearance principle should
and could be applied.   This is a new idea as far as industrial
premises are concerned, and one which has very fruitful possibilities.
Large parts of the industrial quarters of our cities should be declared
to be clearance and demolition areas, and new workshops and factory
premises offered to their occupiers on favourable terms.      t
(3)  Factories and plants constructed or aided by the State for
the rehabilitation of special areas.
(4)  Industrial establishments required in connection with .satellite,
towns or garden cities to be constructed after the war.
No doubt, if these principles should be applied a good many
industries could be relocated during the initial stage. But it
must be emphasised that the process of redistribution will have
to comprise a much greater number of industries in the long
1 W- A. Kx>bson at the Oxford Conference of the Town and Country Planning
Association, 1941.